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you, who is ready to sacrifice himself for you, and
whose most ardent wish is to make the last days of
his life of benefit to you and to your glory. If your
royal Majesty will permit me to cross the Elbe with
a corps of your troops I will pledge my head to regain
possession of our lost provinces. . . . What thanks
you will reap from the whole German nation when it
shall learn of your decision to free it from its unbear-
able yoke!

He begs the King not to be angry with him: "At
all events I shall have unburdened my heart and
shown my horror of foreign fetters. I was born
free and so must die!"

Blucher's activity in the cause was so great
that it had attracted the attention of Napoleon.
"Who is supposed to be ruling in Prussia?" he
had angrily asked Frederick William's envoy in
Paris. "Is it that man in Silesia (Gotzen), or is
it Schill, or is it Bluguaire?"

Austria's struggle for liberty ended with the
armistice of Znaim (July 12, 1809). Broken in
reputation, covered with reproaches by his own
imperial brother, Archduke Charles laid down
his command. Prussia, indeed, fell into a panic*
What if Napoleon, as he had done after the peace
of Pressburg, should elect to turn northward,
what if there should be a second Jena? Even
Frederick William now went so far as to promise
to join Austria should that power renew hostilities.

Blucher writes at this time expressing the hope
that Emperor Francis may himself take command